$0                                            Autobiography of a Yogf
The unique pantomime brought me an inexpressible
ecstasy. I drank deep from some blissful fount. Sud-
denly my chest received another soft blow from Master
Mahasaya. The pandemonium of the world burst upon
my unwilling ears. I staggered, as though harshly
awakened from a gossamer dream. The transcendental
wine was removed beyond my reach.
"Little sir, I see you found the second bioscope* to
your liking." The saint was smiling. I started to kneel
in gratitude on the ground before him. "You can't do
that to me now!" he said. "You know God is in your
temple also! I won't let Divine Mother touch my feet
through your hands!"
If anyone observed the unpretentious master and me
as we slowly walked away from the crowded pavement,
the onlooker surely suspected us of intoxication. I felt
that the falling shades of evening were sympathetically
drunk with God.
Trying with poor words to do justice to his benignity,
I wonder if Master Mahasaya, and others among the
saints whose paths crossed mine, knew that years later,
in a Western land, I would be writing about their lives
as divine devotees. Their foreknowledge would not sur-
prise me, nor, I hope, my readers, who have come thus
far with me.
Saints of all religions have attained God-realization
through the simple concept of the Cosmic Beloved. Be-
cause the Absolute is wrgunn, "without qualities," and
ocintya, "inconceivable," human thought and yearning
have ever personalized It as the Universal Mother. A
combination of personal theism and the philosophy of the
Absolute is an ancient achievement of Hindu thought,
expounded in the Vedas and the Bhagavad-Gita. This
^reconciliation of opposites" satisfies heart and head;
bhakti (devotion) and jnana (wisdom) are essentially
one. Prapatti, "taking refuge" in God, and -saranagati,
"flinging oneself on the Divine Compassion," are really
paths of the highest knowledge.
* Webster's New International Dictionary (1934) gives, .as rare,
this definition of bioscope: ,"A view of life; that which gives such
a view." Master Mahasaya's choice of a word was, then,
peculiarly justified.